Jackson "Jack" Hayes Calhoun
February 11, 1931 - May 17, 2020

Jackson Hayes Calhoun, known as “Jack” went to be with Jesus on May 17th, 2020, after
a long and wonderful life. Born on February 11th, 1931, he was the sixth child and fourth
son of the late Willie Guile and Rebecca Schmidt Calhoun of Avondale, and a great
grandson of the farmer featured on the WV State Seal, Henry Schmidt. While in high
school he worked at Michels Pharmacy in West Union and Pennsboro, making ice cream.
In 1948 Jack joined the United States Navy as a hospital corpsman, serving at Anacostia
Naval Station near Washington, D.C. for four years and gaining medals as a veteran of the
Korean and Cold Wars. On January 19th, 1952, he married Betty Lou Gain, the daughter
of the late Burlin (“Junky”) and Bernice Gain, then of the Big Flint community, a marriage
that was to endure for 60 years until Betty’s death from cancer on March 23, 2011. Jack
joined his family’s business, Bridge Chevrolet, in West Union in 1952 employed as a
mechanic, a parts man, salesman, and finally general manager. Sixteen years later he
joined the staff at Harry Green Chevrolet in Clarksburg as a traveling salesman before
rising to be manager of Used Trucks, Used Cars, and New Trucks, celebrating his
retirement from there February 1993, after 25 years.

He was for over ten years a member of the Legion of Leaders, an organization
comprised of the top ten percent of salesmen in the United States, and later as manager.
He also belonged to the Society of Sales Executives.

In 1993 Jack, Betty, and daughter Jackie opened J & J Flower Shoppes in West
Union, with Jack and Jackie as co-managers and Betty as bookkeeper, now Melanie Cox
Blair. Their business still serves Doddridge County and West Virginia. In 2014 he married
Doris Durden.

Jack was a member of the American Legion for over 60 years and was honored
as Veterans Day Parade Marshal in 2013 and granted a diploma from Doddridge County
High School in honor of his service to our country. He was a founding member of the
Doddridge County Emergency Squad, serving as vice president of the board and being
recognized as Volunteer of the year. He also served on the Board of Directors for over 30
years. Further, he was a member of the West Union Fire Department and also a life
member of the Doddridge County Historical Society. Jack served as a lay speaker for the
Methodist Church before becoming of the West Union Baptist Church and serving as a
Sunday School teacher and greeter. He currently attended the Rock Run Wesleyan
Methodist Church.

Jack was preceded in death by his parents Willie and Rebecca Calhoun, by four
brothers all US Navy Veterans, William Schmidt Calhoun, Robert Thomas Calhoun, Philip
Blair Calhoun, and Rev. Samuel Edward Calhoun, a sister Anita Belle Calhoun Brown and
his wife Betty Lou Gain Calhoun.

He is survived by his wife Doris Calhoun; a sister Bettie Lee Calhoun Fox of
Georgia; two children, Jacqueline Dawn Cox (Alan), and Michael Calhoun of Springfield,
VA; two grandchildren, Angela Dawn Hayhurst (Anthony “Tony”) and Melanie Ann Blair
(Ben); three great-grandchildren, Brandon and Daron Nicholson, and Nathaniel Blair; two
step-children, 3 step-grandchildren and several nieces, nephews, and grandnieces and
nephews.

Jack loved to chat with family and friends, visiting the nursing homes, and will
be remembered as a loving and supportive husband, father, grandparent, and a good
friend of many residents of Doddridge and surrounding counties. He will be much missed
by family, friends, neighbors, and friends in the Emergency Squad, Fire Department, J & J
Flowers, American Legion, Harry Green Chevrolet, and Doddridge County Historical
Society.

Graveside services will be conducted in the Calhoun-Cox Cemetery, Rock Run
Rd. on Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 11:00a.m. with Pastor Tom Zimmerman presiding. The
family will receive friends in the Spurgeon Funeral Home 56 Front St. West Union on
Wednesday, May 20, 2020 from 2-8 p.m. Due to the Centers for Disease Control Covid19
guidelines there will only be a 25 person occupancy at a time. Spurgeon Funeral Home is
privileged to serve the Calhoun Family.

Comments

“

I have always loved him so much...the last of the Calhoun boys of my childhood. He
had their gift of storytelling and humor. But he also had an encyclopedic knowledge
of family history to help fill the gaps after, for me, so many years away. He loved
calling me by my childhood nickname and telling people he&#39;d changed my
diapers. Loving you forever, Uncle Jack.\r\n&#34;Muggsie&#34;

Margaret Ellen Dannecker - May 27, 2020 at 01:44 PM

“

Mary and Bob Pritchett - May 23, 2020 at 02:04 PM

“

Michael, I am so sorry to hear of the loss of your dad. I know your family is so
important to you. I am sending you lots of love and prayers. \r\nDebbie and Mike

Debbie Trowbridge - May 22, 2020 at 09:34 PM

“

My Thoughts, Love and Prayers to Jacks Family and many Friends. An Awesome
man who will be remembered by his Loving Kindness and Service. I will remember
him especially on our Birthdays February 11 and will Forever hold him in my Heart.
Rest in Peace my Friend till we meet again!

Laureen Dawn Kelley - May 21, 2020 at 11:52 AM

“

So sorry for your loss! We always considered Jack a good friend. Anytime we saw
him he never failed to make us laugh. He will be greatly missed!

David & Linda Bonnell - May 20, 2020 at 07:09 PM

“

I wish to extend my sincere condolences to the Calhoun family. Jack was truly a
gentleman’s gentleman. I was blessed to have known Jack and to have him call me
friend. I will always cherish our laughs and his wit. He had a heart of gold and was a
humble man who often gave of himself and never wanted recognition for his good
deeds. There’s no doubt he’s walking with our Lord and Savior as his labors on earth
are complete. May God bless and comfort each of you during this most difficult time.
Rest in peace, my friend.\r\nMajor John Bragg\r\nWV State Police - Ret

John Bragg - May 20, 2020 at 03:56 PM

“

I AM SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS, WHAT A GREAT MAN HE WAS

Nellie leasure - May 20, 2020 at 12:57 PM

“

We send our sympathy. Jack was a great guy--one of a kind. We will always
remember our breakfasts that we had together and your wedding. You completed his
life.

Bill and Kris Stanton - May 20, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

Sending sympathy to all the family. Jack was such a kind and friendly person. He will
be greatly missed.

Agnes Smith - May 20, 2020 at 11:26 AM

“

Many prayers and love to the family of Jack Calhoun. I worked for Jack at Harry
Green Chevrolet. He taught me a lot and helped me with realizing what I could
acheive. He was a great man and had a lot of love and was always so much fun to
work with. He certainly will be missed.

Larry Fleming - May 19, 2020 at 06:09 PM

“

Dad always enjoyed visiting with Jack. Doris, Jackie and Mike, our prayers and
sympathy go out to you all.

Carl and Kathy Crowe - May 19, 2020 at 09:08 AM

“

Our deepest sympathies to the family for their loss. Sending our prayers for comfort
at this time.

Glenn and Linda Whitehair - May 18, 2020 at 11:28 PM

“

Our prayers are with you at this time. Cherish your memories.

Mark & Roberta Kelley Williams - May 18, 2020 at 09:34 PM

“

Michael,\r\nMy family wants to send to you and your family our thoughts and prayers!
We know your heart is broken! God is the Great Comforter!\r\n\r\nThe Lord gives
strength to His people: the Lord blesses His people with peace. Ps. 29:11\r\n\r\nLove
you Michael,\r\nJuanita Lough, Robert Lough, Denise Linton and Family

Denise Linton - May 18, 2020 at 08:48 PM

“

RIP jACK .YOU WILL BE MISSED

Nancy Moore - May 18, 2020 at 07:48 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss...Jack was a great guy. He will be missed by many.
Sending prayers and love to the family.

Ron and Debra Jett - May 18, 2020 at 05:54 PM

“

Doris, I was passing by you place this morning and noticed EMS there. My heart
sank as I feared for you and Jack. My friend Cathy (she is from Marshville) and I
always come to your sales. I have known Jack almost 40 years. What a dear,
wonderful, compassionate and kind man. I feel blessed to have known him. I am
sorry for your loss and send prayers and hugs to you. Words are empty at times like
this but I send my condolences to you

Pam Swiger - May 18, 2020 at 04:41 PM

“

Prayers and thoughts Jack a wonderful man

Vicky - May 18, 2020 at 04:31 PM

“

What gems Jack and Betty were. Contributed so much and we&#39;re such good
friends to so many in West Union and Doddridge County. Difficult to think of West
Union without Jack Calhoun. For years, when I would go back to West Union to visit,
I nearly always stopped in J &amp; J Flowers for a few items. I still remember his
warm and friendly welcome. I would tell him I was Martha Corathers&#39; daughter,
and he knew her well and always had something nice to say about her. My sincere
sympathy and love to all in his family. I pray you find comfort in the knowledge of how
much he enjoyed the great life he lived, and the joy he gave to others. God bless you
all in the days ahead.

Briana (Corathers) Harden - May 18, 2020 at 04:06 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Jack. I&#39;ve known him and his brothers as long as I
can remember. My mother bought her first car from their dealership in West Union,
and I have dealt with their flower business for many years. After reading his obit I
realize he had a very full and happy life. God bless.

Sharon Brown - May 18, 2020 at 03:03 PM

